
I f you tell Lt. Col. Jennifer Hillberg, USAFR, 
she can’t do something, she takes it as a 
challenge. Hillberg, who spent eight years 

on active duty after graduating from the U.S. 
Air Force Academy, is taking that determina-
tion to her own business selling recreational 
mats (www.mountainmat.com). 

LIFELONG DREAM
It’s been a lifelong dream to run my own company. 
… In our last assignment, [my husband, Lt. Col. 
Chad Hillberg, USAF] got stationed in the Mid-
dle East in Oman, and we found that everybody 
was using these plastic woven mats. They would 
use them at the parks, camping, at the beaches, 
at sports games, picnics. We went to the store 
and got some, and we ended up using them 
every single weekend. … We thought, 
‘How did we live without them?’ ... I 
thought, ‘I’m going to make those mats.’

HELPING THE ENVIRONMENT
The mats that were overseas were really 
good, but we realized we didn’t love some 
things about them. The biggest thing is 
that they’re made out of plastic. ... I think 
we’re all aware of how much plastic 
trash is out there in the environment. … 
so we use recycled plastics. 

RECREATION FOR FAMILIES
People in the military aren’t just serving alone. 
They have their families with them, and they do 
things in their off time. Anybody who’s interested 
in outdoor recreation, this is for them. 

ON BECOMING AN ENTREPRENEUR 
My advice to any servicemember or veteran who 
wants to start their own business would be to 
just do it. … You absolutely have gotten the skills 
from being in the service to do this. If you made 
it through basic training, or you can file a travel 
voucher and not have it rejected five times, then 
you can figure out how to do this.   

— By Charlsy Panzino
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‘If you made it 
through basic 
training... 
then you can 
figure out how 
to do this.’ 
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Cool jobs under the radar.
THEY PAY ME FOR THIS!


